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How the setting of “To Build a Fire” affect the plot

Jack London’s book “To Build a Fire” is a story about a miner and his large husky dog. The miner decides to walk on foot alone with the dog through a frozen wasteland to a mining camp (London, 2018). The cold becomes overwhelming, and the man remembers the advice given to him by an old miner. He builds a fire, but unfortunately, snow falls put it out after falling from a branch. The locational setting of the story is in Canada a place known Yukon (London, 2018) where the characters in the plot are heading towards mine in search for gold and be rich. The weather as described by Jack London is extremely cold and harsh to most of the characters in the story.  The plot of the story takes place during winter when the temperatures are extremely low in the nineteenth century. The mood of the story is full of fear and frustration as the story concludes, but as it commences, the story is characterized by loneliness and optimism as portrayed by the main character.  The setting of the story “To Build a Fire” by Jack London contributes to the frustrations faced by the main character of the plot, it also presents an avenue for tension build-up in the story and reveals the role of critical thinking in making sound decisions in the society. 
The setting of "To Build a Fire" presents an avenue for tension build up in the story. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]The location chosen by the author of the story is in the Arctic during winter when the temperatures are not friendly to humans, and so it is expected that anyone planning for a journey will take maximum precautions. On the contrary, Jack London places a character who is not aware of the setting’s weather patterns in the plot (Donald, 2010). He writes that “This man did not know cold. Possibly none of his ancestors had known cold, real cold. But the dog knew, and all of its family knew” (London, 2018). Giving this perception to the audience, the author creates a sense of tension to the readers about the speculative outcome that will encounter the main character.  
The setting of the book contributes to frustrations and desperateness faced the main character. In the story, the weather, time of the year and the mood show that the man in the plot is inevitably going to meet frustrations and be desperate for survival (Donald, 2010). Jack London writes that “He remembered the advice of the old man on Sulphur Creek, and smiled. The man had been severe when he said that no man should travel alone in that country after 50 below zero” (London, 2018). At this point, it is indicative that the man is regretting his defiance of the old man’s advice and has been overcome by frustrations and he is desperate. 
Additionally, the setting focuses on the role of critical thinking in the decision-making process in life. The setting influences the plot of the story by showing the readers the importance of assessing situations clearly before making decisions. “The trouble with him was that he was not able to imagine” (London, 2018). Jack London purports that, the man’s failure to imagine what will befall him is the reason for facing his challenges. In contrast, the author praises the dog for its sensitivity, “The animal was worried by the great cold. It knew that this was no time for traveling” (London, 2018). However, because the man had authority over the dog, it had no option but follow him. 
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